


Looking at life through 
an eternal lens
MorningStar Senior Living is shaped by 
the love of Jesus Christ. Our mission, 
message and motivation are wrapped 
in the truth that God transforms lives. 
And He invites us to join Him in the 
work of casting a new light.  

What could be a finer indication of 
MorningStar’s call than that of being defenders of the poor, particularly children 
who find themselves trapped in broken societies and abject poverty in the world’s 
most remote places. The Bible tells us that the weakest members of society are 
closest to God’s heart. And where God’s heart is, we want to be also.

In this spirit, we established the MorningStar Foundation through which we offer 
abiding support to philanthropic initiatives. Managing Partner Matt Turner and I 
have walked the path of poverty many times in developing nations, each trip a 
profound and humbling experience, deepening our resolve that MorningStar play 
a central role in impacting the world for good. 

Our senior leaders are often in conversation about the next step for MorningStar 
on the global stage. We intentionally think through how best to champion causes 
that reflect the character of God. We support only vetted nonprofit organizations 
with proven levels of effectiveness and financial integrity. 

Within these pages, celebrate with us the difference we can make together as we 
pursue God-sized visions that go far beyond senior housing. For we are blessed to 
be a blessing for the glory of God. 

Thank you for your tremendous support of the MorningStar Foundation. 

Ken Jaeger
Founder/CEO

Our Mission
Honor God 

Value All Seniors
Invest Generously

Vision
In pursuit of excellence, 

MorningStar resolves to be a 
company of servant-minded, 

purpose-driven leaders in 
our senior communities and 

throughout the world

“This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord's people but is 
also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God.” —2 Corinthians 9:12 
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Despite the global challenges 
that described 2020, the 
giving hearts at MorningStar 
did not shrink from the call to 
love. Rather, we were inspired 
all the more to lift the spirits 
of others knowing it was the 
surest path to lifting our own. 

“The partnership between Lifewater and 
MorningStar is truly unique. Ken and 
Matt demonstrate a level of integrity, 
compassion and empathy that is 
refreshing, as is their mission to extend 
health and hope in the most remote 
parts of the world. We are privileged to 
work with MorningStar to give life to 
children living in extreme poverty.”  

David LeVan 
CEO 
Lifewater International

“From the day Ken Jaeger arrived in 
Puerto Cabezas in 2007 I could see 
he was a man of integrity. Because 
of his leadership, MorningStar is an 
outstanding example in everything that 
they do, not only helping us financially 
but serving at our side, loving the 
kids, and lifting our ministry to a new 
level. In great measure because of 
MorningStar, we have built a home 
where children feel they have a family.” 

Pastor Earl Bowie 
Casa Bernabé Orphanage 
Puerto Cabezas, Nicaragua 

MorningStar Partners and Team Members have the opportunity to 
financially support our two global initiatives, Lifewater International and 
Casa Bernabé orphanage, through payroll deductions or one-time gifts.

$605,362
Total2020
Contributions

Given to

Lifewater
Casa Bernabé

and
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Dig Deep, Give Life
Every 60 seconds, in the most isolated corners of 
the world, a child dies from preventable waterborne 
diseases.  In these countries, the burden of fetching 
water, no matter how unclean, falls to women and 
children who spend hours every day traveling to 
distant sources. A jerrycan containing a day’s water 
supply for one person weighs 40 lbs. The time 
spent securing that water is time not invested in 
income-producing, child-rearing and educational 
pursuits, which keeps families in a devastating cycle 
of poverty. Exacerbating the problem of unsafe 
water are the poor sanitation and hygiene practices 
common in rural villages.

Managing Partner Matt Turner has been involved in water development 
initiatives since 2013, including pilot projects for new technologies. In 2020, 
MorningStar’s contributions to Lifewater provided COVID-19 relief that sustained 
work in Ethiopia, Uganda, Tanzania and Cambodia.

COVID Prevention Training
• 116 Community Trainings
• 12,977 households trained
• 40 health care workers 

Education
• 240 radio spots
• 41 broadcasts 

Support for vulnerable families
• 10,891 bars of soap
• 19,823 kilograms of food

Handwashing stations 
• 545 stations
• 6,380 face masks
• 8,800 rubber gloves

COVID-19 Relief

Please donate today:
Lifewater.org/MorningStar3 |



The Dodola district in Ethiopia is home 
to 22,400 people, most of whom live 
without access to clean water. Our 2020 
gifts are also supporting Dodola through 
the building of 25 new water sources and 
11 school latrine blocks to be completed 
in 2021.

A truck-mounted drill rig, partially funded 
by MorningStar in 2019, plunges 950 feet 
into the ground to bring life-giving water.

Latrine blocks virtually eliminate the 
illnesses caused from open defecation 
and contaminated water sources. As 
children from around the region attend 
school together, they learn the WASH 
curriculum (Water Access, Sanitation, 
Hygiene) taking that knowledge back 
to their villages. These facilities are 
a strategic part of changing cultural 
practices and providing a sustainable 
health solution.

The charitable gift ranked 
#1 by economists is clean 
water. Scientific evidence is 
overwhelmingly positive on the 
impact of a clean water source on 
society, reducing child mortality by 
as much as 50%.

 | 4



Nicaragua is one of Latin America’s least developed 
countries. The vast majority of its poor live in rural 
areas where access to basic services is a daily 
challenge.  Its political climate is often unstable, 
its infrastructure ineffectual in relieving systemic 
hardships. The East Coast suffers over 70% 
unemployment, lacking sustainable industries on 
which to build its economy.

The role of MorningStar at the Casa Bernabé orphanage in Puerto Cabezas, 
Nicaragua, is legend. Ken Jaeger was introduced to this struggling ministry in 
2008 at the urging of a friend. On the plane home, Ken’s heart was clenched 
by what he’d witnessed and the desperation of need. “I knew I couldn’t turn 
the page on this, so I went to the guys in my church and put together our first 
construction team.”

In the years since, the Jaeger Family has spent countless weeks pouring their 
hearts into the ministries led by Pastor Earl and Damaris Bowie. They make at 
least one trip a year to the orphanage, often leading volunteer teams including 
those from MorningStar.

Unsettling as it is to look squarely into the face of severe poverty, overwhelming 
as the problems are, volunteers come away stirred by the courage and joy of 
the Nicaraguans. Wherever you go, swarms of children surround you—beautiful, 
longing faces, eager to make a connection. 

As much, we are encouraged by the fact that each of us at MorningStar, 
whatever our role, is contributing to the health and progress so evident at 
Casa Bernabé.

Ken exhorts us to be men and women on a mission, moving forward together 
to change this mountain called Poverty into a mountain of Hope—one child at a 
time. After all, we are MorningStar. Bringing light and healing is what we do.
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“Defend the weak and the 
fatherless; uphold the cause 

of the poor and the oppressed. 
Rescue the weak and the 
needy; deliver them from  
the hand of the wicked.” 

 — Psalm 82:3-4
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Catastrophic 
Double Hurricanes
Within the first 17 days of November 2020 the Caribbean coast of Nicaragua 
was slammed by two major hurricanes, Eta (Category 4) and Iota (Category 5). 
Never in recorded history have back-to-back tropical storms of such magnitude 
struck the same area in such quick succession. The combined destructive 
force of Eta and Iota—and the dreadful hardship left in their wake—is heart 
wrenching, with Casa Bernabé in the center of the calamity.

Whole villages surrounding the town of Puerto Cabezas were flattened beyond 
recognition by 20-foot surges and 155 mph winds.  Boats were pummeled 
and pushed hundreds of yards inland, 100-year-old trees were uprooted and 
dragged, flash floods and landslides wreaked untold damage. Returning from 
evacuation, dazed at the scene before them, adults and children set to work 
foraging, looking for usable plastic, wood—anything serviceable with which 
to make a shelter. The feeding centers in Puerto Cabezas, where Pastor Earl 
Bowie, Director of Casa Bernabé, typically feeds 500 children a day swelled to 
1600, hungry for a meal morning and evening.

Ken Jaeger and his three adult children went to the area in December 2020 
to offer comfort and begin to understand the extent of the disaster firsthand.  
Said Ken, “It was one staggering trip. I’ve never seen such deep destruction 
causing pain and suffering for so many. The task of recovery seems almost 
insurmountable as the people have no means of starting over. I am thankful 
we are part of a company who will come alongside Pastor Earl in helping to 
bring God’s love to these beautiful people. Hundreds line up at the orphanage 
gate, day and night, begging for food. Earl works tirelessly to serve.  And as he 
serves, he goes on singing, smiling, in faith.” 

In November and December 2020, MorningStar collected $99,000 specific  
to hurricane relief, funds directed toward these urgent needs:

• Shelter Meals: 116,050
• Food packages for Puerto Cabezas: 5,619
• Food packages for 1,838 families in seven outlying villages: 8,961
• Water drums: 3,987
• Roofing sheets: 996

It’s going to take an army of servant-leaders in the months to come to help 
ease the pain and restore any semblance of normalcy to an area that was 
already impoverished.

Please donate today:
CasaBernabe.org/hurricane
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“God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the 

mountains fall into the heart of the sea.” — Psalm 46: 1-2
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When people choose to join the MorningStar team, 
they choose to become part of the framework of 
our BrandStory—the better story we want to tell 
about how to love.  Each team member contributes 
to the advancement of that Story by how each 
purposefully invests their time, talent and treasure.

Knowing that loving and blessing others includes our fellow teammates, we are 
honored to host Greater Good, a benevolence fund for those who are experiencing 
a life challenge that has created a short-term financial need. 

Through Greater Good, MorningStar employees have the opportunity to be both 
benefactor (contributing to the Fund) and beneficiary (recipient of the Funds)—
and thus invest in each other.

Being Neighborly
We see involvement with local nonprofits as another mark of philanthropy and servant-
leadership. Our goal is to take MorningStar’s mission into the places we call home and 
to sacrificially give of our time and talent. The Home Office empowers each community 
to research and choose a local charitable organization, favoring one whose mission is 
centered on the poor, the neglected and the marginalized.  

Participation
392 employees

in25
homes + home office

Contributions
$35,746

Grants $16,757
to15 team members
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“The distinguishing factor at Morning Star is its 
philanthropy (“love of humanity”) and its acts 
of goodwill in service to others to reflect the 
character of God…elevating the lives of those most in need.”

“MorningStar demonstrates the values so important to living 
a life of service and gratitude by shaping a culture of giving 
back and giving forward.”

“I was drawn to MorningStar for its Foundation that helps at 
an international level. If more companies based their plans, 
goals and bottom line on faith-related ideals, this world 
would be a kinder place.”

— MorningStar Team Members

Star Attraction
A call to something higher

 | 10




